“THE POWER OF ONE”

2014 End of Year G/T Project
This is IT!  Your opportunity to showcase your ability to learn, to communicate well, to dig deeply, to push yourself and to produce an amazing product! We are SO excited to see what you can do!

As you know, we live in a world where people, organizations and small groups often band together to “Be the change they wish to see.” – Ghandi.  One of our goals for you, not only as students, but as human beings is to recognize and to celebrate the sacrifices that others make while attempting to make our world a better place. 
We would like for you to think about people, events, innovations or groups who have impacted the world in a positive manner.  Be sure that your choice is supported by enough information and that it will be compelling to an audience.
Please read the newspaper, talk to your parents, and watch the news to get some ideas as to a topic that you are interested in learning more about.

Your first task is to complete the list of investigated events, individuals, innovations and groups who have positively impacted our world.
This paper is due on April 3.
You may work with a partner on this project if there is a topic that both of you are interested in. 
This final Learning Trail has many facets to it, incorporating many skills such as reading, writing, note taking, synthesizing, communicating well, problem solving, analyzing statistical data, utilizing technology and producing quality products.  

You will be given time in class most days and will be using homework time as well.  

After completing the investigation page, you should narrow your research to the topic that is most interesting to you AND has adequate resources. After choosing a topic, please locate at least three different sources of information.  If you are using the internet, be sure that you use a reliable source.  Please have all three (or more) sources at school on April 16.
You will spend the following weeks learning as much about your topic as you can.  During this time, you should take notes, annotate your sources and track your thinking in some way.  This could be via Thinking Tracks, note cards or simply a “mind map’.

1. As you are learning about your topic, look at what various people (at least 2) think about this person, event, innovation or group. These will serve as “experts” and you will need to print their opinions from the Internet and turn these in. Attached to each expert opinion you will need a typed summary.  The summary must include: the expert’s name, their specific ideas and your thoughts about these ideas.  The title will be something like “Nikola Tesla’s Ideas of How to Reduce the Use of Nonrenewable Resources in America”.  Each summary should be between 2 and 4 paragraphs long.  These summaries are due on Wednesday, April 30.
2. As you are learning and thinking about your topic, please look up some statistics.  You will need to create a graph of some sort that depicts this numerical data visually.  Remember that the goal of showing data in this way is to make it a visual statement of those numbers.  Each graph must be titled and have at least two statements under it that summarizes your findings.  For example, “As you can see 67% of the world’s population lives on less than $10,000 US Dollars per year.”  The graph must also have a “So What” piece.  Why are these statistics important?  The graph is due on Monday, May 12.
3. You will need to create a compelling visual that explains the work of this person, the innovation, the impact of the work, etc. and finally –THIS IS BIG!—what YOU think or feel about the work of this person or group or why this innovation is so impactful.  This is the big deal of this project.  It is due on Monday, May 19.
4. You may also have any ONE optional component for this project.  This could be a picture book sharing the problem like in Chris VanAllsburg’s  Just a Dream, a letter that you write to the editor sharing your thoughts about this topic, a collection of poems that deal with this topic, writing song lyrics (you may use any popular tune), a time line detailing the emergence of and/or changes within this topic, a newscast that you tape, sharing the topic with the ‘world’, a photo-essay – a picture’s worth a thousand words(, or anything else that you would like to do that will showcase your knowledge and your ability to create amazing work!  This is called the “Let’s Make a Deal” option.  You will need to get your teacher’s approval for this, but we are pretty much open to all ideas!
5. Finally, you will present your work during our second annual GT End Of Year Showcase.   Make us (and more importantly, yourself)  Proud!  We will showcase our learning on Wednesday, May 21.   after school, beginning at 4:30. You should also be sure to have some sort of “Hook” that will attract your audience’s attention.  Once you have their attention, what will you do to keep them riveted?
We are SO incredibly excited to see where this trail will take you and to allow you to showcase your expertise and ideas!

Parents, please sign here to indicate that you have seen and read this assignment.______________________________________________ ☺
